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A New Start – Ensuring Confidentiality of Juvenile Records 
Sponsors:  Rep. Annazette Collins 

HB2841 

 

The issue is that youth in Illinois face a confusing, costly, cumbersome and delayed 
expungement process – as a result, WBEZ recently reported that out of an average of 25,000 juvenile 

arrests annually, there were only 58 juvenile record expungements in 2008 and 95 in 2009.  
http://www.wbez.org/story/news/local/job-and-future-stalled-juvenile-records-thought-be-secret 
 
What this Bill Does: 

 Clarifies  reporting of arrests by local policing bodies to State Police to ensure confidentiality of 
juvenile arrests.  Because some of the current reporting requirements are permissive (for 
misdemeanor arrests) and because so many juvenile arrests never go to court, the reports of 
juvenile arrests are not made consistently and are not statistically valid for research purposes. 

 
 Allows individualized review of expungement petitions – clarifies that any youth can petition a 

court at any time to expunge juvenile law enforcement and court records.  Sets forth guidelines 
for court’s individualized decision. 

 
 Limits record-keeping requirements  by clarifying that juvenile law enforcement and court records shall 

not be maintained beyond the youth’s 18th birthday, or two full years after the most recent arrest, 
whichever is later. 

 
 Clarifies confidentiality of juvenile records by clarifying that juveniles shall not be required to disclose, 

nor employers allowed to inquire, into juvenile records. 

  

Benefits of Automatic Expungement: 
Allows youth to have a fresh start:  Juvenile 
records carry countless negative consequences on 
youth which may prevent them from: 

 Pursuing a higher education; 

 Securing employment; 

 Joining the military; and/or 

 Obtaining or maintaining public housing. 
 

Removes some barriers to expungement:  Currently in 
Illinois, the process of expungement must be initiated 
by a former juvenile offender. The petitioning process 
for expungement is complicated, lengthy, and cost-
prohibitive.  In 2005, youth petitioned to have their 
law enforcement records expunged less than 1% of the 
time the records were eligible for expungement.   
 

Reduces the disproportionately negative impact on 
minority youth:  People who cannot afford to pay 
expungement fees and pay for attorneys are less able 
to get records expunged.  This negatively impacts 
people of color and inner-city residents.  

 

 

LIMITED protections - Violent Juvenile 
Offenders who are tried as adults would not be 

protected under this amendment, as they fall 
under adult expungement provisions. 
 

Organizations Supporting this Bill: 
 
Juvenile Justice Initiative  
PTA of Illinois 
ACLU of Illinois 
Chicago Metropolis 2020 
DLA Piper 
John Howard Association 
Enlace Chicago 
Loyola Childlaw Center 
Project NIA 
Violence Prevention Collaborative 
Alliance of the Southeast 
Alliance Leadership Institute 


