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Juvenile Expungement 101 Curriculum – developed by Sneha Raj & Mariame Kaba (Project NIA) 

ACTIVITY 1 Instructions:  

Facilitators should choose whether to do Activity 1a or 1b based on available time and equipment. Take 

30 minutes to complete the activity. 

ACTIVITY 1A – RIGHT START, NEW START: 

Instruction:  Watch the youth-created film “Right Start, New Start” which was developed by the 
Community TV Network and can be found here: 

http://blip.tv/community-tv-network-chicago/new-start-right-start-5090507 

 Ask participants to discuss, with their group, and answer the following questions: 

1.) What are some long term consequences to having a juvenile arrest record? 

2.) Who (what groups of juveniles are) is most likely to have an arrest record? Why? 

3.) How do stereotypes of minorities – specifically African-Americans and Latinos – play a role in the 

chances of getting arrested or incarcerated? 

4.) According to the movie, there were 47,732 juvenile arrests in 2004 and only 95 petitioned to 

have their records expunged.  In Cook County in 2010, there were 32,030 arrests of youth 17 

years old and under.  There were only 80 juvenile expungements granted in Cook County in that 

same year. What reasons can you think of for why there are not more youths trying to get their 

records expunged? 

5.) What are some reasons that youths get arrested in the first place? What were some of the 

reasons that were given by Sheldon, Ivonne, Kory, Dearian, and Whitney? 

6.) What role does peer pressure play in the choice to engage in illegal behaviors or activities? 

7.) What role does poverty play in the choice to engage in illegal behaviors and activities? 

8.) In the movie, the statement was made that 47% of young offenders in Illinois will return to the 

juvenile justice system within 3 years of their first offense and that “juvenile detention is the 

gateway to the incarceration system.” What does this mean? 

9.) What is the name of the new bill that is being discussed in the film? How is it different from the 

current expungement laws that are in place now? 

10.) What are the benefits of the new bill that is discussed in the bill? What are the disadvantages of 

the proposed bill? 

11.) Would it be beneficial to have a way to automatically erase juvenile arrest records when a 

person turns 18-years-old? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

http://blip.tv/community-tv-network-chicago/new-start-right-start-5090507
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ACTIVITY 1B – THE CASE STUDY OF ANTONIO 

Instructions: Listen to the WBEZ radio stories or read the following case study then answer the 

following questions. 

WBEZ Story #1: 

http://www.wbez.org/episode-segments/juvenile-arrests-can-cast-long-shadow 

WBEZ Story #2: 

http://www.wbez.org/story/news/local/job-and-future-stalled-juvenile-records-thought-be-secret 

 

Case Study 

Antonio is a 26-year-old, African-American man, who is the father of an 8-year-old daughter. Antonio 

grew up as a latch-key kid in a neighborhood in South Chicago. This means that because his mother 

worked two full time jobs to support him and his older brother, Antonio spent most of his childhood 

taking care of himself. He stated, “My mom always worked and by the time I was old enough to go to 

school my brother was already doing his own thing.” From elementary school onwards, it was Antonio’s 

responsibility to make sure he went to school, made his meals, and got his schoolwork done. He said, 

“The only reason I went was because my mom said she didn’t want me getting picked by a truancy 

officer.” As a young boy and as a teenager, Antonio described himself as being lonely and that because 

of his small stature, he often got bullied by older kids at his school. In describing his middle and high 

school experiences, Antonio said, “I hated it. They always had a reason to pick on me – and it was 

everyday. I didn’t understand the school work either. Teacher’s just wanted us to shut up; they didn’t 

want to help me understand what we were learning.”   

When Antonio was 13 years-old, he was arrested for fighting with his classmates. On this 

particular day, he was physically assaulted severely by three other boys at school “for wearing the 

wrong colors.”  The truancy officer, who witnessed the end of the fight, broke up the boys only after 

seeing Antonio punch one of the other boys in the back of the head. Antonio, in addition to the other 

boys, were handcuffed and taken to the police station. Antonio stated, “It was terrible. They handcuffed 

me in front of everybody and the cuffs were so tight it hurt. The truancy officer didn’t have enough 

handcuffs so I was handcuffed to one of the boys who picked the fight with me.” All four boys were then 

fingerprinted, had their pictures taken, and were detained for 10 hours. However, no charges were 

pressed against Antonio or the other boys under the condition that they all complete a 6-month 

program. Antonio described the experience of being arrested “as one of the scariest days in my life.” 

After completing the program he worked hard to stay out of trouble.  Antonio stated, “The last thing, I 

wanted to do was to have to go through that again and I thought I had gotten out of the situation lucky. 

I started focusing on the things in my life I do and how to do right by me.” By the time he was in high 

school, Antonio had managed to put the memory of the arrest behind him. When he was 17-years-old, 

he became a father after his girlfriend of 2 years became pregnant. “Having a baby changed my life,” he 

http://www.wbez.org/episode-segments/juvenile-arrests-can-cast-long-shadow
http://www.wbez.org/story/news/local/job-and-future-stalled-juvenile-records-thought-be-secret
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said, “I wanted to take care of my family and I wanted to make sure that my daughter would not have to 

grow up alone like I did.”  

Antonio, who had struggled to make average grades in middle school was now making A’s and 

B’s with the help of a mentor with whom he had formed a relationship with through the mandated 

program he had participated in at the age of 13. Antonio decided that after high school he would enroll 

in technical college and take courses to become an auto mechanic. However, he did not have the 

financial means to support such educational goals. With the help of his mentor, Antonio filled out forms 

for student financial aid to fund his education. After registering for courses, however, he received a 

letter in the mail that his request for financial aid was denied because his name was red flagged as a 

result of the arrest when he was 13 years-old. “I thought they had the wrong person, since I never had 

any charges brought against me and I had stayed clean all this time. I didn’t even know that there was a 

record that existed.”  

Through his mentor, Antonio learned about an expungement fair that would help him expunge 

his criminal record. It was there that he learned about the expungement process. However, Antonio 

stated that he has not been able to engage the process yet. “It takes a long time and there are court 

dates that I have to be present for. And either I show up for court or I get fired from my job for missing 

work. Expunging my record is also expensive and I gotta think about how I am going to support my 

family. It’s hard to balance all of that.” Today, Antonio works two full time jobs as a sandwich artist at 

Subway and as a car washer at a gas station. “I tried to get a unionized job working security in one of 

those buildings in the Loop – the pay was better and I would at least be home in the evenings and on the 

weekends to see my daughter and my girlfriend.” Yet again, his juvenile arrest record stopped him from 

being able to acquire such a job, when the background check red flagged him. Antonio stated, 

“Sometimes, it feels like no matter how much my life has changed, the world only sees me for things 

that have happened in my past. You can’t win for trying.” 

Discussion questions: 

1.) How did Antonio get into the fight with the other boys? 

2.) Why did Antonio get arrested? 

3.) Why do you think there was a truancy officer present at Antonio’s school? 

4.) Do you think the situation would have had a different ending if a teacher of the principal had 

intervened in the fight instead of the truancy officer? Why or why not? 

5.) Why didn’t Antonio think that he had an arrest record? 

6.) What are the consequences of being fingerprinted and having an arrest record created? 

7.) How did Antonio’s life change after being arrested? 

8.) What are some reasons for why Antonio has not yet petitioned to have his arrest record 

expunged? 

9.) What are the consequences that Antonio faced as a result of having an arrest record? 

10.) What are the consequences of Antonio’s arrest record for his family? 
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ACTIVITY 2 – FACT or FICTION: Where do you stand? 

 Instructions: Group participant will be asked to determine whether the following statements are fact or 

fiction. The facilitator will ask group members to stand in a single file line in the middle of the room. 

Participants who think the statement is FACT will move to the right side of the line. Participants who 

think the statement is FICTION will move to the left side of the line.  After each statement, the “fact” 

group and the “fiction” group will take turns explaining to the group, as a whole, why they believe the 

statement is fact or fiction   Afterwards, facilitators will reveal whether the statement is fact or fiction 

and provide additional information regarding the statement. It is important for the facilitator to allow 

for discussion or debate when the groups are asked to make an argument for their belief, as well as, 

when the correct answer is revealed. Each time a new statement is evaluated, the participants must re-

form the line in the middle of the room.  

STATEMENT #1: In Illinois, any arrest = a criminal record. 

Facilitator question for groups:  What is a criminal record? 

FACT:  This is true.  In Illinois, any arrest means that you have a criminal record (even if the police 
release you with no charges).  Whenever a juvenile is arrested, records are made and kept by Illinois 
courts and law enforcement agencies. You will have a juvenile record even if you were released by law 
enforcement, your case was dismissed, if you were acquitted, found “not delinquent,” “not guilty,” your 
conviction was reversed or you were sentenced to supervision or probation. 
 

Facilitator question for the group as a whole:  Can you think of some ways that having a criminal 

record on your file can affect your goals in life (i.e., renting an apartment, securing loans and 

scholarships to pay for education, or getting a government job)?  

************************************************************************************* 

STATEMENT #2: “Expunging” your juvenile criminal record means that it is completely erased and “off-

limits” to everyone. 

Facilitator Question to both groups:  What do you think the term “expungement” means? 

FACT: If you have your records expunged, in many cases, the records will be “off-limits” to employers 

and the rest of the general public and treated like they never existed. For example, when you fill out a 

job application, you do not have to tell a potential employer about the case you have had expunged. 

However, if you pursue certain types of careers (such as becoming an attorney) you will still have to 

disclose the existence of expunged records. 

 Also, law enforcement agencies, the Department of Corrections, State’s Attorneys and other 

prosecutors can still consider your juvenile records with regards to employment, even if they have 

been expunged. The military can too. Also, private companies that do background checks may be 

able to get your juvenile records, even after they have been expunged. Still, expungement is an 

important step towards making sure you are not shut off from future opportunities. 
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Facilitator question for the group as a whole:  What might be some of the benefits of 

“expunging” your juvenile criminal record? 

 
************************************************************************************* 

STATEMENT  #3:  In Illinois, all offenses can be expunged from your record as long as you were arrested  

or convicted as a juvenile. 

FACT: Nearly all charges can be expunged if committed as a juvenile. The following types of juvenile 

convictions cannot be expunged: 1. If you were convicted for First Degree Murder; or 2. If you were 

convicted of a sex offense that would be a felony if committed by an adult. 

You are never eligible for expungement of juvenile records if you were convicted of first degree 

murder or a felony sex offense. 

NOTE: You are not eligible for expungement of juvenile records under juvenile expungement rules if:  

 You were tried as an adult; 

 Your offense is an ordinance violation; 

 Your offense is a traffic offense. 

Facilitator Question for Group as a Whole: Are there any crimes that should NOT be allowed to 

be expunged? Why or why not? 

************************************************************************************* 

STATEMENT #4: You may petition to expunge your record once you become 18-years-old. 

FACT: Currently, under Illinois law 705 ILCS 405 there are two different sections which dictate the ages  

 at which petitioning for expungement can occur: 

• At 17 years of age or when all juvenile court proceedings against you have been terminated, 
whichever is later, you can expunge the following: 
A. Arrest without a petition for delinquency for an incident occurring before your 17th 
birthday. 
B. Not delinquent finding for an incident occurring before your 17th birthday. 
C. Successful completion of supervision for a crime committed before your 17th birthday. 
D. Adjudication for an offense before your 17th birthday that would be a Class B 
Misdemeanor, Class C Misdemeanor, or a petty business offense if committed by an adult. 
 
OR 
 

• At 21 years of age or when 5 years have elapsed since all juvenile proceedings have been 
terminated or commitment to juvenile Department of Corrections has been terminated, 
whichever is later, you can expunge the following, as long as you have not been convicted of 
any crime since your 17th birthday: 
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A. A juvenile incident occurring before your 17th birthday that did not result in a 
proceeding in criminal court. 

B. Adjudication of your juvenile record that was not based upon first-degree murder or a 
sex offense, which would be a felony if committed by an adult. 

 

Examples of Class A Misdemeanors Examples of Class B and C Misdemeanors 

 Possession of Drug Paraphernalia 

 Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol 

 Illegal Consumption of Alcohol by a 
Minor 

 Battery 

 Theft 

 Possession of marijuana (over 10 
grams but not over 30 grams  

 Assault 

 Disorderly Conduct  

 Possession of marijuana (less than 2.5 
grams)  

 Tampering with a fire hydrant Trespass 
to Property 

 Possession of look-a-like substance 

 Mob Action 

 False Police Report 

 Turnstile Jumping 

 Handing out invitations to “Raves” on 
school grounds 

 

 
 

Facilitator question to the group as a whole: Do you think that it is seems complicated to 

expunge your criminal record? Would this discourage you from petitioning to expunge your 

records? 

************************************************************************************* 

STATEMENT #5: Presently, expunging records are free of charge and petitioning will expunge your whole 

record. 

FACT: There is a cost to expungement.  YOU MUST PETITION FOR EACH ARREST OR CASE ON YOUR 

RECORD. In Cook County it cost $124 PER ARREST CHARGE. In DuPage County it costs $216 PER ARREST 

CHARGE. 

Facilitator Question for the Group as a Whole: Where do you think children can get the money to 

pay for expungement? Do you think that having to pay for expungement promotes the cycle of 

poverty and violence? Why or why not? 

 

Alternate Fact or Fiction Activity – follow the instructions for the activity above.  However choose fact 

statements from this list for the activity instead. 
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Juvenile Expungement 

FICTION FACT 
 Only court cases are contained 

on my criminal record.  
 All arrests are contained on your 

criminal record, even if you 
never went to court.  

 My juvenile record contains 
arrests, charges, and convictions 
before my 18th birthday.  

 My juvenile record contains 
arrests, charges, and convictions 
before my 17th birthday. 

 Juvenile criminal records are 
automatically expunged at age 
18.  

 Criminal records are never 
automatically expunged. You 
must file a petition with the 
Court to expunge your criminal 
record.  

 Juvenile criminal records are 
sealed at age 18.  

 Juvenile criminal records are 
never sealed. Sealing only 
applies to adult criminal records.  

 Police departments do not keep 
juvenile arrest records.  

 Every police department keeps 
records about all arrests, 
including juvenile arrests.  

 Expunging my juvenile criminal 
record will help my immigration 
case. 

 Expungement could hurt an 
immigration case because 
immigration courts can see 
criminal records even if they’ve 
been expunged.  

 Traffic violations are not 
contained on my criminal record.  

 Although moving violations are 
not criminal offenses, some 
traffic offenses, like DUI and 
driving without a license, are 
contained on your criminal 
record.  

 I must disclose arrests, charges, 
or convictions to employers 
even if the record is expunged.  

 Once a record is expunged, the 
record is treated as if it never 
happened. You are never 
obligated to disclose it again.  
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ACTIVITY 3: 6 Word Poem about the Value and Importance of Expunging Juvenile Criminal Records 

When the online storytelling magazine SMITH asked its readers to submit six-word memoirs, the results 
were fascinating, moving, and sometimes very funny.  The results were published in a bestselling book 
called “Not Quite What I Was Planning: Six-Word Memoirs by Famous and Obscure Writers.” 

This mother’s day, the ONE campaign asked its supporters to write six-words reflecting on Why Moms 
Matter. 

Inspired by these efforts, the UN-marked campaign invites interested individuals to submit six-words to 
convey either the effect/impact of having a juvenile criminal record or to illustrate the importance of 
clearing a juvenile criminal record. 

An example would be: “Fifteen years later still can’t work.” 

Another could be: “Arrested at 16; shoplifting; never recovered.” 

Ask participants to be creative and add their own 6 words to the mix.  Examples of 6 words submitted by 
youth can be found at the UN-marked campaign YOUTUBE channel: 
http://www.youtube.com/user/UNMARKEDIL 

Please send your 6 words to us at unmarkedcampaign@gmail.com or You can also tweet your response 
to @projectnia.   

 

Note to Facilitators:  You can find handouts about juvenile expungement and other resources 
at the UN-marked campaign blog - http://unmarkedcampaign.wordpress.com/resources/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.one.org/women/sixwords/special.html
http://www.one.org/women/sixwords/special.html
http://www.youtube.com/user/UNMARKEDIL
http://unmarkedcampaign.wordpress.com/resources/
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HANDOUT FOR PARTICIPANTS 

Case Study 

Antonio is a 26-year-old, African-American man, who is the father of an 8-year-old daughter. 

Antonio grew up as a latch-key kid in a neighborhood in South Chicago. This means that 

because his mother worked two full time jobs to support him and his older brother, Antonio 

spent most of his childhood taking care of himself. He stated, “My mom always worked and by 

the time I was old enough to go to school my brother was already doing his own thing.” From 

elementary school onwards, it was Antonio’s responsibility to make sure he went to school, 

made his meals, and got his schoolwork done. He said, “The only reason I went was because my 

mom said she didn’t want me getting picked by a truancy officer.” As a young boy and as a 

teenager, Antonio described himself as being lonely and that because of his small stature, he 

often got bullied by older kids at his school. In describing his middle and high school 

experiences, Antonio said, “I hated it. They always had a reason to pick on me – and it was 

everyday. I didn’t understand the school work either. Teacher’s just wanted us to shut up; they 

didn’t want to help me understand what we were learning.”   

When Antonio was 13 years-old, he was arrested for fighting with his classmates. On 

this particular day, he was physically assaulted severely by three other boys at school “for 

wearing the wrong colors.”  The truancy officer, who witnessed the end of the fight, broke up 

the boys only after seeing Antonio punch one of the other boys in the back of the head. 

Antonio, in addition to the other boys, were handcuffed and taken to the police station. 

Antonio stated, “It was terrible. They handcuffed me in front of everybody and the cuffs were 

so tight it hurt. The truancy officer didn’t have enough handcuffs so I was handcuffed to one of 

the boys who picked the fight with me.” All four boys were then fingerprinted, had their 

pictures taken, and were detained for 10 hours. However, no charges were pressed against 

Antonio or the other boys under the condition that they all complete a 6-month program. 

Antonio described the experience of being arrested “as one of the scariest days in my life.” 

After completing the program he worked hard to stay out of trouble.  Antonio stated, “The last 

thing, I wanted to do was to have to go through that again and I thought I had gotten out of the 

situation lucky. I started focusing on the things in my life I do and how to do right by me.” By 

the time he was in high school, Antonio had managed to put the memory of the arrest behind 

him. When he was 17-years-old, he became a father after his girlfriend of 2 years became 

pregnant. “Having a baby changed my life,” he said, “I wanted to take care of my family and I 

wanted to make sure that my daughter would not have to grow up alone like I did.”  

Antonio, who had struggled to make average grades in middle school was now making 

A’s and B’s with the help of a mentor with whom he had formed a relationship with through the 

mandated program he had participated in at the age of 13. Antonio decided that after high 
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school he would enroll in technical college and take courses to become an auto mechanic. 

However, he did not have the financial means to support such educational goals. With the help 

of his mentor, Antonio filled out forms for student financial aid to fund his education. After 

registering for courses, however, he received a letter in the mail that his request for financial 

aid was denied because his name was red flagged as a result of the arrest when he was 13 

years-old. “I thought they had the wrong person, since I never had any charges brought against 

me and I had stayed clean all this time. I didn’t even know that there was a record that existed.”  

Through his mentor, Antonio learned about an expungement fair that would help him 

expunge his criminal record. It was there that he learned about the expungement process. 

However, Antonio stated that he has not been able to engage the process yet. “It takes a long 

time and there are court dates that I have to be present for. And either I show up for court or I 

get fired from my job for missing work. Expunging my record is also expensive and I gotta think 

about how I am going to support my family. It’s hard to balance all of that.” Today, Antonio 

works two full time jobs as a sandwich artist at Subway and as a car washer at a gas station. “I 

tried to get a unionized job working security in one of those buildings in the Loop – the pay was 

better and I would at least be home in the evenings and on the weekends to see my daughter 

and my girlfriend.” Yet again, his juvenile arrest record stopped him from being able to acquire 

such a job, when the background check red flagged him. Antonio stated, “Sometimes, it feels 

like no matter how much my life has changed, the world only sees me for things that have 

happened in my past. You can’t win for trying.” 

Discussion questions: 

1.) How did Antonio get into the fight with the other boys? 

2.) Why did Antonio get arrested? 

3.) Why do you think there was a truancy officer present at Antonio’s school? 

4.) Do you think the situation would have had a different ending if a teacher of the principal had 

intervened in the fight instead of the truancy officer? Why or why not? 

5.) Why didn’t Antonio think that he had an arrest record? 

6.) What are the consequences of being fingerprinted and having an arrest record created? 

7.) How did Antonio’s life change after being arrested? 

8.) What are some reasons for why Antonio has not yet petitioned to have his arrest record 

expunged? 

9.) What are the consequences that Antonio faced as a result of having an arrest record? 

10.) What are the consequences of Antonio’s arrest record for his family? 
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Juvenile Expungement 

FICTION FACT 
 Only court cases are contained 

on my criminal record.  
 All arrests are contained on your 

criminal record, even if you 
never went to court.  

 My juvenile record contains 
arrests, charges, and convictions 
before my 18th birthday.  

 My juvenile record contains 
arrests, charges, and convictions 
before my 17th birthday. 

 Juvenile criminal records are 
automatically expunged at age 
18.  

 Criminal records are never 
automatically expunged. You 
must file a petition with the 
Court to expunge your criminal 
record.  

 Juvenile criminal records are 
sealed at age 18.  

 Juvenile criminal records are 
never sealed. Sealing only 
applies to adult criminal records.  

 Police departments do not keep 
juvenile arrest records.  

 Every police department keeps 
records about all arrests, 
including juvenile arrests.  

 Expunging my juvenile criminal 
record will help my immigration 
case. 

 Expungement could hurt an 
immigration case because 
immigration courts can see 
criminal records even if they’ve 
been expunged.  

 Traffic violations are not 
contained on my criminal record.  

 Although moving violations are 
not criminal offenses, some 
traffic offenses, like DUI and 
driving without a license, are 
contained on your criminal 
record.  

 I must disclose arrests, charges, 
or convictions to employers 
even if the record is expunged.  

 Once a record is expunged, the 
record is treated as if it never 
happened. You are never 
obligated to disclose it again.  

 


