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EXPUNGEMENT OF JUVENILE RECORDS 
 

What is expungement? 

In Illinois, expungement is a process by which a court can order the destruction of records associated 

with arrests, charges, and adjudications of juvenile delinquency.  The offenses in the juvenile records are 

then treated as though they never occurred. 

 

Why is expungement of juvenile records important? 

Juvenile records carry severe consequences which may prevent youth from pursuing a higher education, 

securing employment, joining the military, and/or accessing public housing. 

 

Expungement of juvenile records promotes the rehabilitation of former juvenile offenders by providing 

them the opportunity to have a second chance to become productive and responsible members of 

society. 

 

What is current Illinois law regarding expungement of juvenile records? 

Two different sections of the Juvenile Court Act govern expungement of juvenile records:  

705 ILCS 405/5-915 and 705 ILCS 405/5-622, which became effective in January 2010.   

 

Section 5-915: 

Under certain circumstances, a minor may petition to have to his or her juvenile records expunged when 

the minor reaches the age of 17, or when all juvenile court proceedings concerning the minor have 

ended, whichever is later.  In addition, unless certain exceptions apply, Class A misdemeanor and felony 

records may be expunged when an individual reaches the age of 21, or 5 years after all juvenile court 

proceedings have ended, whichever is later, provided that there were no further convictions after the 

individual’s 17
th

 birthday.   

 

Section 5-622: 

If a minor is charged with a misdemeanor offense as a first offense, the minor may petition to have his 

or her juvenile records expunged when the minor reaches the age of 18 or upon completion of the 

minor’s sentence or disposition of the charge against the minor, whichever is later.   

 

What are the concerns regarding current Illinois law? 

Current Illinois law does not provide for automatic expungement.   The burden is on the individual to 

investigate his or his eligibility, petition the court for expungement, and cope with the financial costs 

involved. 

 

Additionally, the recent implementation of 705 ILCS 405/5-622 appears to have raised several significant 

issues including: 

• Confusion over the relationship between Sections 5-622 and 5-915;  

• Confusion over when to apply Section 5-622 or Section 5-915; 

• Confusion over whether Section 5-622 requires that the State’s Attorney’s Office file notice of 

an objection to a petition; and 

• Concern regarding Section 5-622’s list of objections to an expungement petition. 
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