
 
If you have been arrested or convicted of a 

crime as a juvenile, you may feel like your life 

has stalled.  You can’t get a job because your 

criminal record makes you less desirable as a 

candidate in a highly competitive job market. 

You can’t go to college because many colleges 

and universities now routinely screen 

applicants’ criminal backgrounds during the 

admissions process.  

 

Don’t despair. Your criminal history does not 

have to keep you from moving forward with 

your life.  

 

When a computer stalls, freezes up, or operates 

too slowly, you can get it working again if you 

reboot and restart it. Some computers require 

the user to enter the keystroke sequence 

CTRL+ALT+DELETE to begin the reboot 

process. When you apply this sequence to your 

juvenile criminal history, you can reboot and 

restart your life! 

 

 CONTROL 
Take control of your destiny. 

Start by making sure you know 

and understand what is in your 

criminal history. Knowledge is 

Power! 

 Were you charged with a misdemeanor 

or a felony? 

 If charged with a misdemeanor, was it a 

Class A, Class B, or Class C 

misdemeanor? 

 Did your case result in a conviction? 

o You were convicted of a crime 

if you were “adjudicated as 

delinquent” and: 

 you were sentenced to 

serve time in the 

Juvenile Detention 

Facility; or 

 you were given 

probation. 

o You were not convicted of a 

crime if: 

 there was no court 

action; 

 charges were dismissed; 

 you were found “not 

guilty”; 

 you received a sentence 

of “supervision” and 

satisfactorily completed 

it. 

 

If you are currently facing misdemeanor 

charges and this is your first juvenile offense, 

you can take control of your destiny now. 

Beginning January 1, 2010, the court 

automatically schedules an expungement 

hearing within one month after your 18
th

 

birthday, the end of your case, or the 

completion of your sentence, whichever is 

later, if your attorney files a motion requesting 

this “automatic” expungement within 30 days 

of the court’s judgment. Ask your attorney if 

you are eligible to take advantage of this new 

law. 

 

ALTERNATIVES: You 

Can Choose a Better 

Path for Your Life 
Don’t take risks that could 

delay or jeopardize your efforts 

to put your criminal past behind you. 

 You cannot file a petition to expunge 

your juvenile criminal record while you 

are awaiting the outcome of a new 

arrest. 

 If you are convicted of a crime as an 

adult, you can petition to expunge non-

convictions and Class B and Class C 

misdemeanors, but you cannot expunge 

Class A misdemeanors or felonies. 

o Municipal ordinance and traffic 

violations are treated as adult 

offenses, regardless of age. 

 

DELETE Your Criminal 

Record 
Once you expunge your record, 

it is treated as if it never 

happened. 

 Employers cannot refuse to hire you 

because of an expunged record. 

 Educational institutions cannot view 

expunged records.  

 

Once you turn 17 years old or at the end of 

your sentence, whichever is later, you are 

eligible to expunge: 

 arrests without court action; 

 dismissals; 

 findings of “not guilty”;  

 supervisions; and 

 convictions for Class B and Class C 

misdemeanors. 

 

If you were convicted of a felony or a Class A 

misdemeanor, you are eligible to expunge 

your juvenile criminal record on your 21
st
 

birthday or 5 years after the end of your 

sentence, whichever is later, as long as you 

have not been convicted of a crime as an adult. 



 
 

You file a Petition to Expunge Juvenile 

Records with the Circuit Court of Cook 

County, Juvenile Justice Division at 1100 S. 

Hamilton, Chicago, IL 60647. At the time of 

filing, you will be given a hearing date. 

 

The cost to file a petition is $124 per arrest. 

Generally $64 per arrest is due at the time of 

filing and $60 per arrest is due on the day of 

the hearing. 

 

If you cannot afford to pay filing fees, you can 

apply for a fee waiver. 

 

Contact Project NIA’s Rogers Park Juvenile  

Expungement Help Line at 773-556-8279 if 

you need assistance.  

 
Project NIA volunteers will provide 

information about the juvenile criminal record 

expungement process, review your RAP sheet, 

and, in collaboration with the Legal Assistance 

Foundation’s Juvenile Expungement Help 

Desk, help you complete expungement 

petitions and fee waiver applications. Project 

NIA does not charge a fee for its services. 

 

You will need your juvenile arrest record 
(RAP sheet) to get a juvenile expungement.  

 
You will also need your adult RAP sheet if 
you were arrested again and you were 17 

years old or older at the time of the arrest. 

 
To get a RAP sheet: 

 Contact every police department that 

arrested you, including suburban police 

departments. 

 

 For arrests by the Chicago Police 

Department, go to the Access and 

Review Division, 3510 S. Michigan 

Ave. Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. 

to 12:00 p.m. There is no charge for 

juvenile RAP sheets. Adult RAP sheets 

cost $16. 
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